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STRESS INDUSTRIALIZATION -- To Vima, No 1350, 4 Oct 49

Information on the econamic situation in Albanla has been disclosed by a
diplomat from behind the Iron Curtain who recently fled to Switzerland and is
now in Geneva., The following is a aummary of his report:

The econcmic situation and living stapdards in Albania are at present
very deplorable, On the basis of the Communist economic program, property ex-
promiations were carried out without any plan or method. The state has bene-
£ited and became more wealthy fram this expropriation of large property areas.
It has organized agricultural stations at Sukth and Kam near Tirana. The state
has also expropriated livestock and here again has benefited. At first it vas
dotermined that only those who had more then 400 animals would give part of
them to the state. However, there were many cases where persons who were not
looked upon favorably by the Ccmmunistis and by the regime and who had only about
. 150 animals were obliged to bhand over 130 of these animals to the state and thue
keep only 20 for themselves.

Petrolewm, alcohol, soap, slat, and, on rare occasions, clcthing and shoes
are sold in the cooperatives. Vegetables are obtainable on the free market.
However, distribution of these goods from cooperatives is possible by currency
transactions by officers of the ‘lbanian army and loyal Communist Party members
only. Farmers and the remaining population are forced to barter agricultural
and livestock products tc obtain the above goods.

The wages of employees and laborers are very lov in comparison with the
cost of living. The highes. daily wage 1s 90 to 100 leks., The vorking day
consists of 8 hows. However, the Communist propaganda system incites the
laborers to work usually 2 to 3 houwrs over the authorized limit,
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Prices of certain goods are as follows: potatoes, available at cooperatives,
. cost 12 lekms an oka; egge 15 loks each; olgars 20 leks a pacinmge; cherries 90 loks
SRRy \ an oke, No o1l, cheese, buiter, or lard 1s available, However, these producta
N sre obtainable on the black market. Wheat is available only on the black market.

o,

The Alvanian regime is putting great stresz on industrial developmsnt. With
the advice and coumasel of Russian technicians attempts have been made to explolt
the productive resources of Albania., Sugar best faciariea now exist at Xorce and . - o Vo
Malig but are not yet fully completed. A textils factary is being built betwesn ’ P {
Trans and Xaebar, An unassembled steel plant cbtalned from German var repa- e e
retione has been set up near Tirana where 1t manufactures toois. A tanning factory ER :
18 located at Durrea and an ssphali factory at Valoms. Cooper and chrame mines ave - /07 . o
located at Rulig. There are no muniticus factories. About 4O etudents of the LR .
techrionl school of Tirans have beem sent to sindy methods of manufastwring war . .o . ]
equimsent in the USER. R i

Roads are being constructed in Albania by farced labor of Albanian youth. : T L
Already roads have been prepared from Berat to Coraovede, from Eardhiqit to Skri- i i
fitea [Tz-anautera.tion of Greek namg] , and Jrom Peshkopi to Eukes, EHowsver, these
roads are in bad condition even though they ars considered national arteries,

The voads are barely wide snough to accommodate two-way twraffic. There ars only
a very fev private vehicles eince the majority have been taken over by the state,
Moet of ihese are old model Italian Fizts and Czech Skodas,

fhere are only two railroad- lines, running from Dwrres to Tiraca and from
. Durres to Pekin., Another is being built from Tirana to Eashar, The rolling
. gtock consists of 40 care and two steam engines of Yugoslav make, ’ ]

Cammurications along the A_l't{a.nian coast are by moior launch only.

An airport is located at Tirana, and auxiliary airports are located at Korce,
Velona, and Gjinokaster.

TBSR USING ALBANIA AS MILITARY BASE -- To Vima, No 1350, 4 Oct 49

london -- The Athens correspondant of the Sun% Chronicle reports that the
USSR is using Albania as a vast military base, For 6 mon or more, Cominform
ships have been unloading war materiel, including tanks and aircraft, in Al-
bania. The ships were loaded in Soviet bases of the Blaok and Baltic seas. Con-
voys of 400 trucks carry the supplies to 14 principal centers in the Albanian

- interior. During the pest year three main roads running towvard the Greek fron-
tiers were developed. After the recent defeat of the Communists in Greece the
Russiane turned their attention to similar roads running toward Yugoslavia.

The Soviet military and economic mission in Albania is estimated at 3,000 to
10,000 uniformed officers. Soviet officers from the rank of major and above
direct the Albanian army. Soviet technicians supervize the chrome and copper
mines and o1l wells. Soviet advisers control all the minisiries and govermment

gervices., -- A, Dhimakos.
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